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"In war-time the word patriotism means suppression of truth." 

Siegfried Sassoon 
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Special thanks to:

Rose Lowry

Arie van Beek

Deborah Ellin, Dorothy Ellin, Penny Martin, Ben Maier, Jo Fletcher, Ian Drury, 

Magda Zagozdzon, Francine Godfrey, Lawrence Clark, IWM London, Royds Hall School

All at Maison de la Culture, Productions Sarfati and Network ONE

Instrumentation

* timpani player to also play:

tenor drum (off stage)

bass drum (off stage)

triangle (off stage)

bass drum

paper sheet (a large sheet of newspaper is preferred)

** percussionist to play:

waterphone

tambourine

ratchet

claves

whip

triangle

anvil

suspended cymbal

clash cymbals

small water gong

tam tam

roto-toms

tenor drum

bass drum

wood blocks

whistle/trench whistle (off stage)

snare drum (off stage)

bass drum (off stage)

crotales (struck and bowed)

tubular bells

glockenspiel

marimba

Dedicated to my father, Charles Michael Ellin.

VOICES:

Solo Baritone

Solo Mezzo- soprano

Children's Choir

ORCHESTRA:

 2 flutes (2nd flute doubles piccolo)

2 oboes (2nd oboe doubles cor anglais)

2 clarinets in Bb (2nd clarinet doubles Eb clarinet)

2 bassoons (2nd bassoon doubles contra bassoon)

2 horns in F

2 trumpets in Bb

3 trombones

harp

strings

timpani* (doubling percussion if one extra percussionist is available)

percussion**

Commissioned by  'l'Orchestre de Picardie' for the Network ONE®
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Commissioned by l'Orchestre de Picardie for the Network ONE ®

Dedicated to my father, Charles Michael Ellin

ONE BEFORE ZERO was premiered on 11th November, 2016, 

at the Maison de la Culture, Amiens, France.

The performance was conducted by Arie van Beek with Orchestre de Picardie.

Duration ca47 minutes

ONE BEFORE ZERO uses original text by Benjamin Ellin and Ben Maier.

Other texts are used by arrangement.
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© Benjamin Ellin. 2016

All Rights Reserved. Any performance of this work must be registered with the Performing Rights Society.
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Bass Drum
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PERFORMANCE NOTE:

The orchestra, mezzo soprano and conductor are to be on stage. (The children's choir remain 

off stage at the start.)

The conductor should raise their arms to establish focus from the audience.

Once silence has been established the baritone is to walk on. He is

desired to reach his position with his head bowed low. Once the 

first chord is heard he instantly raises his head and fixes a curious

gaze on a fixed point in the distance...

NB:

* All string parts are divisi.

** The percussion parts at the beginning must be heard but are to be atmospheric.

For Private Samuel Boot (19463)

ONE BEFORE ZERO

Benjamin Ellin, 2016
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Fast circular 'swoosh' 

round head of drum using the hand but holding a cloth.
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round head of drum using the hand but holding a cloth.
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SPOKEN: Who are you? Who ARE you? I don’t know who you are,
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I guess it matters little and it will matter less tomorrow. 

Then, you and I will be the history of this present time and 

perhaps no more than a number, a statistic, but, I do ask, who are you? 

That all said who am I? What have I become and why do I have this raw 

hatred toward those that I have never met? Ha, I don’t know. 

Who am I, who are you…I, YOU, YOU, I… 

√

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

You know, I wasn’t always like this..
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Joining my PALS, my mates…here…we were young and wide open…and I soaked up  all the truths and facts from those up on high. 

I was a boy. A boy. Full of the spirit of youth, full of life. 

&

∑ ∑ ∑

s.v.

&

∑ ∑ ∑

s.v.

&

∑ ∑ ∑ B

s.v.

?

∑ ∑ ∑

s.v.

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

o o o o o o o o

&

∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

?

∑

?

∑

?

gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss
.

Ÿ
< >~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

gliss.

/ ∑ ∑

~
~
~
~
~~~
~
~

~~
~~
~~
~~

~~~~~~~~

∑

~~
~~
~~
~~

~~~~~~~~

∑

~~
~~
~~
~~

~~~~~~~~ ~~
~~
~~
~~

~~~~~~~~

∑

?

The old man who helped fill in my form, he was full of these ‘facts’…he was full of facts. These men guided us from our youth to this world of glory, of duty. 

These men guided our transition in to adulthood, achievement and progress… They helped to guide our path to this new wonderful world, 
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B. Tbn.
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Solo Bar.
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4
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∑
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Hus

always audible but not loud.

band,- bro ther,- son... a mo ther's grief has just be gun.- Put down my gun.

mp dolce

mp dolce

p dolce

p dolce

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

-

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

- -

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

- - - -

&

∑ ∑

-
-

-

&

∑ ∑

- - - - - -

?

∑ ∑ ∑

- - - - - -

?

∑ ∑

- - - - - -

&

Bowed

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

-

∑

5

?

.
-

-
.
-

-
-

∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

- -

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑
b

- - - - - -

?

b

- - - - - - - -

?
- - - - - - - -

Ó Œ

œb

Ó Œ
œ

Ó ˙b
˙

œb
œ œ

œ ˙
œb

Œ

˙b
˙

Œ œb

˙

˙

œ

œ œ
œ ˙

™ œb ˙

Œ

œ

˙ ™

œ

Ó Œ

œb œ

˙
œ œ

˙

œb ˙b

˙
˙

˙

œb œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ

Ó

œb

œ œ

œb ˙

œ
œ œ

œ

œb

œ œ

œ œb

œ œ

œ

˙
˙

œ

œb

˙

œ#

˙#
œ# œ

œ#

˙#

œ# œ

œ# œ
˙#

œ#

œ# œ

œ# œ

œ# œ
˙#

œ#

Œ

œ#

˙#
˙#

œ#

œ# œ

œ# œ

œ# œ
œ# œ

œ#

˙#

œ# œ

˙#
˙#

œ#

œ# œ

œ

˙b Ó

˙b

Ó

Ó Œ

œ
œb

œ œ
œ œ

œ
œb
œ œ#

œ

œb
˙
™

Œ

œb

J

œ

‰

œb

J

œ

‰

˙b

‰

œ

J

œ œ œ œ œ
œb

œb
™
œb œb

˙

Œ Ó

˙

œb
œb

˙

Œ
œ

˙ œ

œ

˙ œ
˙b

œ

Œ
˙ ™ w w

˙w

˙

œw

˙
œ

w

˙
œb

œ w

˙

œ œ w

˙
˙

w

œb

œb

˙

œw œ

˙

œw

˙b

œ ˙w

œb
œ

w

œ
œ

œ

œb

w

œ

œ œ

œb

w

œ

œ

˙b

w

˙
œ

œ w

˙b

œ œ w

˙b

œ

œ

w

œ
˙

œ

w<#>

˙#
˙#

œw

˙#

œ œw

˙#
œ#

w

œ

œ

˙#

œw œ

˙#

w

˙#

œ

œ#

w

œ

œ œ

œ#

w

œ
˙#

œ w

˙#

œ œ

130



°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob. 1

C. A.

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

B. Tbn.

Glock.

Hp.

Tr.

Solo M-S.

Solo Bar.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.
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