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"In war-time the word patriotism means suppression of truth." 

Siegfried Sassoon 
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Commissioned by  'l'Orchestre de Picardie' for the Network ONE®

Special thanks to:

Rose Lowry

Arie van Beek

Deborah Ellin, Dorothy Ellin, Penny Martin, Ben Maier, Jo Fletcher, Ian Drury, 

Magda Zagozdzon, Francine Godfrey, Lawrence Clark, IWM London, Royds Hall School

All at Maison de la Culture, Productions Sarfati and 

Network ONE® - an Orchestra Network for Europe 

Instrumentation

* timpani player to also play:

tenor drum (off stage)

bass drum (off stage)

triangle (off stage)

bass drum

paper sheet (a large sheet of newspaper is preferred)

** percussionist to play:

waterphone

tambourine

ratchet

claves

whip

triangle

anvil

suspended cymbal

clash cymbals

small water gong

tam tam

roto-toms

tenor drum

bass drum

wood blocks

whistle/trench whistle (off stage)

snare drum (off stage)

bass drum (off stage)

crotales (struck and bowed)

tubular bells

glockenspiel

marimba

Dedicated to my father, Charles Michael Ellin.

VOICES:

Solo Baritone

Solo Mezzo- soprano

SATB Male Choir

ORCHESTRA:

 2 flutes (2nd flute doubles piccolo)

2 oboes (2nd oboe doubles cor anglais)

2 clarinets in Bb (2nd clarinet doubles Eb clarinet)

2 bassoons (2nd bassoon doubles contra bassoon)

2 horns in F

2 trumpets in Bb

3 trombones

harp

strings

timpani* (doubling percussion if one extra percussionist is available)

percussion**
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SYNOPSIS 

  

A soldier, drained, exhausted and battle-hardened from war stands

at the front of the stage. Gazing out at the audience he begins to

question who are the people across the stretch of no man’s land in

front of him who he will shortly be ordered to attack, to kill, or

indeed be killed by. Who are they? Are they anything like him? How

did he get to this point where a mere order from a higher rank can

result in him, a hitherto ordinary man, attacking with such

aggression and ferociousness. 

  

This awakening marks the start the new of ‘One Before Zero’. The

title itself underlines the importance of this moment before

battle, before zero, zero hour  - the time at which hostilities

commence - when all that is known can be turned upside down and

where a world of emotions can surely fly through the mind and soul

of any soldier. 

  

Using original text from the period of the battle of the Somme in

1916, military commentaries of the time, propaganda materials from

all countries and a range of original texts, ‘One Before Zero’

explores the terrifying momentum towards war, the gruesome reality

and loss of all sides of that war and yet the humanity at the

front line which now, 100 years on, resonates as deeply as ever

with the possibility of hope for Mankind if we realize our

collective similarities instead of turning to aggression. 

*	Co-funded	by	the	Crea ve	Europe	Programme	of	the	European	Union.	

"The	European	Commission	support	for	the	produc on	of	this	publica on	

does	not	cons tute	an	endorsement	of	the	contents	which	reflects	the	

views	only	of	the	authors,	and	the	Commission	cannot	be	held	responsible	

for	any	use	which	may	be	made	of	the	informa on	contained	therein."

Commissioned by l'Orchestre de Picardie for the Network ONE® - an Orchestra Network for Europe*

Dedicated to my father, Charles Michael Ellin

ONE BEFORE ZERO was premiered on 11th November, 2016 (Remembrance Day), 

at the Maison de la Culture, Amiens, France.

The performance was conducted by Arie van Beek with Orchestre de Picardie.

Duration ca47 minutes

ONE BEFORE ZERO uses original text by Benjamin Ellin and Ben Maier.

Other texts are used by arrangement.
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All Rights Reserved. Any performance of this work must be registered with the Performing Rights Society.
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PERFORMANCE NOTE:

The orchestra, mezzo soprano and conductor are to be on stage. (The children's choir remain 

off stage at the start.)

The conductor should raise their arms to establish focus from the audience.

Once silence has been established the baritone is to walk on. He is

desired to reach his position with his head bowed low. Once the 

first chord is heard he instantly raises his head and fixes a curious

gaze on a fixed point in the distance...

NB:

* All string parts are divisi.

** The percussion parts at the beginning must be heard but are to be atmospheric.

For Private Samuel Boot (19463)

ONE BEFORE ZERO

Benjamin Ellin, 2016
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a world where we stood for the right thing. Ha, the first time I saw one of my friends get mown down and die in the mud I guess I realized that this old man, 

his lot, well they had none of the virtues about which they preached…they led us to the devil’s door and then they disappeared. While these men went on writing 
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With lots of space. Quasi colla voce. q = 45 ca
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Picc.

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

B. D.

(OFF STAGE. TIMP.)

B. D.

(OFF STAGE P.)

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II
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FROM THIS POINT THE BOYS CHOIR START TO LEAVE THE STAGE IN AN ORDERED FASHION AND SHOULD GO OFF STAGE COMPLETELY.

ONCE OFF STAGE THEY DO NOT SING THIS SECTION ANY MORE. ONE SOLO TREBLE IS TO BE LEFT TO SING THE NEXT SECTION.
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Cl. 2

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

B. Tbn.

Glock.

Hp.

S.
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T.

B.

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

mp p

Subito half speed. q = 80ca

rall. Molto meno mosso. q = 55 ca
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p

Ah.

(or any natural vowel sound)

p freely and with space

...mi

mf

nus- one...
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In a strict tempo. Morendo
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