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White Knight

Poems by Anna Akhmatova
Music by Benjamin Ellin
2009

NOTE FROM THE COMPOSER

‘White Knight’ combines settings of five poems from the pen of Anna Akhmatova along
with a prologue and two interludes for solo piano to create a forward narrative and
story expressing the journey of love, love lost, bitterness and self renaissance for solo
soprano and piano.

Whilst each movement can be performed on it's own, the idea of creating a cycle out of
these poems offered the chance to thread a common theme through them so that when
the piece is performed as a whole it can have a real journey. Thus, our tale expressed
through the music and poetry is one of an older woman telling us, the audience, about
her experiences of the heart and what this element of her life has taught her and in turn
what it may be able to teach us.

It is clear to me that Akhmatova is not only a woman of incredible courage, humanity,

strength and determination but that she is universal as a figure of strength and stoicism

for both men and women. Equally, | would be lying if | have not found the task of setting

this intense verse upon verse a real challenge, not least in trying to create a piece of drama
that makes sense, is engaging and maintains a varied palette for performer and audience.
However, there have been times when looking at how to deal with the overall work that | have
had to face the dark character of the poetry head on, and | think what | have offered — from the
musical side anyway — befits Akhmatova’s character in trying to retain the steely quality of her
prose.
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